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Abstract

Global challenges and the practice of regional autonomy
have urged Postgraduate Program of IAIN STS Jambi to

compete in regional and global sphere. To win the competition,

Postgraduate Program of IAIN STS Jambi needs to apply
effective strategies which are related to the development of
curriculum and management system and the improvement of
academic culture. Within curriculum domain, it is crucial to

develop the components of curriculum which are able to deal
with people s actual needs, from local into international level,

In the matter of management system, a concept of Qur ‘anic-
based management, which is reconstructed from various
Qur ‘anic terms, must be established and applied. Meanwhile,

a strong academic culture must also be promoted by improving
the quality and the competency of academic staff and the
Juture graduates. This improvement will enable them to take

an important part as the ‘agent of change "in anticipating the

impacts of globalization and regional autonomy.
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I. Introduction

Globalization poses challenges to academic institution.
Universities are exposed to the demands of global market. Realizing
the importance of global competitiveness in such shrinking world,
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Postgraduate School of [AIN Sultan Thaha Saifuddin Jambi responds
to this challenge by developing competitive programs of Islamic
Studies so that it can compete with other Islamic universities at the
global level. Furthermore, geographic uniqueness of 1AIN Jambi
which is in proximity with Singapura and Malaysia reassures IAIN
Jambi’s belief in the importance of quality programs to compete
with its neighbors.

To achieve these goals, Postgraduate School of TAIN Sultan
Thaha Saifuddin Jambi (PSTAIN STS Jambi) has carried out several
activities. In this year only PS-IAIN Jambi initiates academic
activities which are geared toward international achievements. Of
course there are several shortcomings on this initiation but they
do not hinder our creative endeavor. These activities include the
development of strategic planning in academic field. This plan
answers the demand of global market through designing programs
of Islamic studies that touch social, political, and economic
problems of daily lives of local and global communities. This will
be implemented by developing curriculum that prepares students
to be designers of human activities and problem-solvers of social
and political problems. With these goals in mind, PS JAIN STS
Jambi proposes several strategies which deal with curriculum,
management, and academic culture.

The Challenge of the 21-th Century

The 21~ century witnesses the intensification of globalization
that goes hand in hand with the development of communication
and information technology that makes the whole word a ‘global
village’. Many experts describe such condensation of the world as
an era of borderless state, that is, free flow of communication and
information exchanges together with transfer of goods and Iabors
across nation state boundaries. This has been particularly true after
WTO initiated the agreement to foster free trade as agenda for all
its members. As preparatory measures, several states in certain
regions have joined to build such regional cooperation as AFT Ain

~ Southeast Asia, APEC in pacific states, NAFT A in North American.

and EC in Europe. This, in the end, requires human resources that
can compete at the global level.
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At the same time, however, there has been decentralization
process occurring in Indonesia.! In the era of reformasi. the
government pushes regional autonomy which granted independent
authority to the local government. The shift in policy was in part
motivated by the eagerness to empower local authorities to initiate
and participate in national development in accordance with their
unique demographic and geographical circumstances. In.the end,
it is expected that better services to the local communities can be
achieved.

Then several questions arose with regard to the place of Higher
Education Institution, particularly Islamic Higher Education
Institution (THEI), in this two opposing poles (globalization on the
one hand and decentralization on the other). On the one hand, IHEI
is demanded to produce competent and competitive graduates who
can compete in the global market. On the other hand, IHEI obliges
itself to participate in the empowerment of the local government
and community, supporting the achievement of decentralization
goals. Consequently, to fulfill these double tasks, Higher Education
Institution (HEI) needs greater autonomy: HEI requires independent
authority to develop its academic programs to suit the need of its
local communities.

HEI plays a major role in social and economic development.
As an educational institution, HEI has responsibility to educate
its students so that they have advanced knowledge and skills to
fili the positions in governmental institutions, corporations, and
other strategic professions. As a research center, HEI produces
knowledge through in depth research; acts as a conduit to transfer,
adapt, and disseminate sciences and knowledge; and-sérves as
advisor and consultant to the government and entreprenieurs. In
most states, HEI holds even more important role as a producer of
national identity and mediator of conflict and debate.

IIl. Curriculum Reconstruction

In dealing with the reconstruction of curriculum, there are at
least three major issues. First, the issue pertains to reasons and
motivation of the reconstruction. Second, the issue that deals with
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methodology of such reconstruction. Third, the issue that emerges
out of manageability and achievability of the reconstruction,
taking into account its possible contribution to the globalization of
education and solution of modem human problems.

With regards to the first issue, it is crucial to expose the
significance of the reconstruction of curriculum of THEI taking
into account problems of Islamic education in general. This
consideration requires all policy makers not only to think about the
implications, but also the crux of the problem. i.e., curriculum of
IHEI Pertaining to the second issue, it is necessary to brainstorm
problems associated with methodology of curriculum reconstruction
to find the solution and initiate change and development. All
these issues are too important to be missed, because according
to the author, many failed to implement the proposed curriculum
reconstruction because of poor acquisition of a methodology for
educational (curriculum) change.

The third issue discusses globalization of education. In this
instance, the reconstruction of curriculum is understood as an
effort to fulfill the need of the society at the local, national, and
international levels. It is crucial to highlight the need of the global
market given that education is inevitably becoming an integral part
of the global community.

The term ‘reconstruction” as a concept refers to rebuilding an
old-fashioned house given that the construction of the old house is
no longer suitable to the present need. It has been for decades that
many experts and Muslim scholars have called for the reconstruction
of curriculum in IHEI in the face of globalization (or modernization
if you wish). In this regards, several international conferences on
Islamic education were held in Mecca (1977), Islamabad (1980),
Dhaka (1981) and in Jakarta (1982). These efforts imply that the
construction of old curriculum in the world of Islamic education is
no longer relevant to the interests of modem or global Muslims.

Generally speaking, until the 1970s, educational system in
Islamic countries has used the construction of old curriculum.
Commontly these curriculums are normative in characters and are
designed for Muslim interests in spiritual salvation in the hereafter
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only. It is clear that such construction is no longer sufficient to
answer the demands of modem life. While old curriculum puts an
emphasis on normative-religious knowledge and concerned with
‘afterworld’ matters, the problem of modem life existed in the world
as ‘it 1s” that include social, economic, and political predicaments.
Because most of Islamic education institutions such asimadrasa,
IAIN/PT AIN still up hold the construction of old curriculum,
a lot of their graduates have the capability to do a job that deals
with social religious activities only. Unfortunately the new modem
world does require graduates or scholars who have the competence
to address ‘real’ problems of globalizing world.

This construction of old curriculum and its concomitant
predicament described above can not be separated from the fact
that Islamic world has experienced epistemological stagnation
since several centuries after the golden age (5" - 9% centuries).
Imam al-Ghazali who was born in the 10™ century could not help to
revive Islamic rationalism which became the epistemological key
to the success of Islamic civilization. He himself tended to simplify
Muslim problems in his era and called Muslims to go back to religion
to solve their problems. His thought was so influential that his
monumental masterpiece lhya Ulumuddin has brought subscquent
Islamic scholars to focus on responding and debating this work.
If we critically evaluate the construction of old curriculum, we
will find that such construction is grounded on Imam al-Ghazali’s
epistemological assumptions.' It must be acknowledged that in
al-Ghazali’s time the modem world has not come into existence.
Now the problem faced by umma in such global world is relatively
different from issues confronting umma in al-Ghazali’s age.

Nevertheless, a further analysis on existing curticulum of
Islamic education shows that indeed new variant can be observed.
For instance, Curriculum at 1AIN and madrasa has incorporated
‘worldly’ knowledge and sciences. However, several problems
emerged out of this new incorporation. First the incorporation is
limited to social sciences and humanities. Second, educational
practitioners and experts convince that there is a gap between
curriculum and graduates that it produced. Sometimes this puzzle
is perplexed, because the reconstruction of curriculum only creates
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